
Butler County Board of Elec�ons 
Regular Board Mee�ng Minutes 

May 13, 2024 
 
The Butler County Board of Elec�ons met on Monday, May 13, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., for a regular 
mee�ng. Roll call was taken, and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann penska, 
Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director 
Eric Corbin, Kenny Henning Regional Liaison from the Ohio Secretary of State, and several 
members of the public. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall moved to approve the bills on 
Document 1; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 



 



 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, the minutes of the April 1, 2024, mee�ng. Member 
penska moved to approve the April 1, 2024, mee�ng minutes on Document 2; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 



Chairman Cloud presented Document 3, the minutes of the April 9, 2024, mee�ng. Member 
penska moved to approve the April 9, 2024, mee�ng minutes on Document 2; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 4, the minutes of the April 22, 2024, mee�ng. Member 
penska moved to approve the April 22, 2024, mee�ng minutes on Document 4; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following direc�ves.  

• 2024-05, Ballot for June 11, 2024 Special Congressional General Elec�on in the 6th 
Congressional District – Not Applicable.  

• 2024-06, Data Collec�on, No�ce, and Cancela�on Procedures for Comple�on of 2020 
Na�onal Change of Address (NCOA) Process and Past Due Cancela�ons 

 
Director Unzicker commented on Direc�ve 2024-06 about how the staff is excited to receive this 
direc�ve which allows the board to remove some past-due inac�ve registra�ons that have been 
unable to be cancelled for some �me. This will result in more accurate voter rolls.  
 
Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following memoranda. 

• Organiza�onal Mee�ng of Major Poli�cal Party County Central Commitee – Not 
Applicable 

 
Under New Business, Deputy Director Corbin asked the board members to approve the 
Chargeback for the March 19, 2024 Primary Elec�on on Document 5. He explained the total 
number is lower because in even years, only ballots and adver�sing can be charged back. 
Member penska moved to approve the chargeback from the March 19, 2024 Primary Elec�on 
on Document 5; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
Under Old Business Director Unzicker explained that her and Deputy Director Corbin would like 
to discuss some items that had been raised during the public comment por�on of past 
mee�ngs.  
 
Director Unzicker stated,  
 
Public Comment: A former PEO commented that he was asked to remove his American flag hat 
and veteran pin.  
 
Response: Director Unzicker and Deputy Director Corbin have no record of a complaint made of 
Mr. Hammond being asked to remove a hat for having an American Flag or veteran pin. The 
Board of Elec�ons has not and would not train members of our staff, Loca�on Supervisors, or 
our Precinct Elec�on officials to ask someone to remove any apparel that simply shows the 
American flag or a sign of their military service. 
 
The following guidance was provided by the Secretary of State which is used as a reference in 
training of our PEO’s. 



No one, including precinct elec�on officials, should atempt to promote or oppose a candidate 
or ballot issue while in the polling loca�on. The following three types of a�re and 
paraphernalia are prohibited in a polling loca�on and its surrounding neutral zone: 

1. A�re and paraphernalia displaying the name of a poli�cal party; 
2. A�re and paraphernalia displaying the name of a candidate; and 
3. A�re and paraphernalia demonstra�ng support of or opposi�on to a ballot ques�on or 

issue. 
 
Public Comment: An email was sent in 2022 to all PEOs with their email addresses in the “To:” 
field. 
 
Response: An internal memo was sent to all staff members regarding the importance and 
proper use of the “BCC” field. The employee who incorrectly sent an email to all PEO’s in the 
“To” Field instead of the “BCC” field is no longer employed at the Butler County Board of 
Elec�ons. 
 
Public Comment: BMV – Non-Ci�zen’s asked to register to vote while applying for DL or State ID 
 
Response: Director Unzicker called mul�ple local BMV loca�ons and requested clarifica�on of 
the process their clerks use for registering voters when someone is applying for a driver’s 
license or state iden�fica�on. All Loca�ons stated the same process. A person must submit the 
required documenta�on as to whether they are a US Ci�zen or non-US Ci�zen when applying 
for a driver’s license or state iden�fica�on. That documenta�on is recorded at the BMV and 
noted in their system either as a US Ci�zen or non-US Ci�zen. The screen that prompts for voter 
registra�on is only displayed to the clerk if the appropriate documenta�on is provided and a 
checkmark verifying the person is a US Ci�zen is notated. If the documenta�on provided and 
nota�on shows the person is a non-US Ci�zen, no prompt or screen op�on is provided to the 
clerk or the person applying, asking them to register to vote. 
 
Public Comment: No�ce of Logic and Accuracy 
 
Response: Public no�ce of the Logic and Accuracy (L&A) tes�ng date is provided at least 24hrs 
prior to Public L&A for each elec�on. For the upcoming elec�on this should take place in mid to 
late October.  
 
Public Comment: Formal response given for the informa�on packet received by member of the 
public 
 
Response: Butler County Board of Elec�ons received a packet similar to packets received by 
other boards of elec�ons throughout the state that included sourced and unsourced data, 
ques�ons, and comments on October 10, 2022. 

• A�er administering the November 2022 General Elec�on: 
• The Board of Elec�ons conducted research and found some clerical entry errors that 

calculated to 0.01% of the registered voters in Butler County. These errors were 
corrected, and addi�onal audi�ng steps were implemented a�er hand entry of the 
registra�on informa�on. 

• UPS addresses used for a voter registra�on address were notated in the report and 
corrected by the Board of Elec�ons staff in the voter registra�on database. 

• The other ques�ons pertaining to voter registra�on and voter history were clarified and 
explained in detail while referencing the Elec�ons Official Manual and clarifica�on of 
terms that were used interchangeably in the report such as “Ballots Cast” and “Ballots 
Counted”. 

• The Butler County Board of Elec�ons Directors responded on January 31, 2023, to the 
report with a four-page leter addressed to Mrs. Niederlehner regarding her ques�ons 
and concerns of what she deemed as suspicious registra�ons and voter history 
informa�on for the November 2020 General Elec�on. 

 
Public Comment: The Butler County Board of Elec�ons should conduct a hand counted elec�on 
in November of 2024 



 
Response: in response to this comment the Board of Elec�ons conducted a mock hand count 
and created the analysis below.  
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
In addi�on to the items outlined in the above analysis the discussion between the Board 
Members also brought up the following issues. 

• Mul�ple shi�s of workers would be needed to count ballots. 
• Addi�onal coun�ng �me could cause the Board to miss other statutory deadlines a�er 

the elec�on.  
 
Under the General Office Update Director Unzicker informed the Board Members mul�ple 
people have applied for the open posi�on of Precinct Elec�on Official Coordinator. Member Hall 
asked how many applica�ons have been submited. Director Unzicker stated six, people have 
applied.  
 
Deputy Director Corbin informed the Board that the Montgomery County Board of Elec�ons 
visited the office the previous week to discuss early vo�ng processes and both coun�es found 
the visit to be valuable.  
 
Chairman Cloud asked if there was anyone who wanted to make a public comment. Two ci�zens 
presented comments to the Board. 
 
With no further business, Member Hall moved to adjourn the mee�ng; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 



Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; mo�on carried. 
 
The mee�ng was adjourned at approximately 09:49 a.m.  
 
 
        
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
  
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  
 
 
 


